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According to the Freudian orientation, the best way to treat such a woman is to help her 
adjust to her sex role. Thus, this reflects “the notion of individual accommodation that 
repudiates the possibility of social change.”83

Otto Pollak: Hidden Female Criminality
In his 1950 book The Criminality of Women, Otto Pollak’s concluding statement was 
that “the criminality of women reflects their biological nature in a given cultural set-
ting.”84 Pollak argued that women are more criminal in nature than many have generally 
perceived. He suggested that criminologists should address the following three questions: 
(1) Are those crimes in which women seem to participate exclusively, or to a considerable
extent, offenses that are known to be greatly underreported? (2) Are women offenders
generally less often detected than are men offenders? (3) Do women, if apprehended,
meet with more leniency than do men?85 This unknown criminality is essentially due to
women’s deceitful nature and the “masked” quality of female criminality. He maintained
that “the criminality of women is largely masked criminality.”86

Pollak supported his theory of “hidden” criminality by noting such factors as the relative 
weakness of a woman, which make deceit necessary as a defense; that all oppressed classes 
use subversion as a common tactic; that a woman’s socialization teaches her to conceal 
many things, such as menstruation, aggression, and marital frustration; and that the biology 
of the female enables her to deceive (i.e., she can fake an orgasm, while a man cannot).87

Man must achieve an erection in order to perform the sex act and will not be able 
to hide his failure. His lack of positive emotion in the sexual sphere must become 
overt to the partner, and pretense of sexual response is impossible for him, if it is 
lacking. Woman’s body, however, permits such pretense to a certain degree and 
lack of orgasm does not prevent her ability to participate in the sex act.88

It is interesting to stress that while Pollak did consider biological factors, he incorporated 
sociological factors as well. Like the other theorists we have discussed above, these socio-
logical factors were based on assumptions and prejudices.89

In her classic essay on female crime, Dorie Klein revealed that theorists such as Lombroso, 
Thomas, Freud, and Pollak focused primarily on women’s biology (i.e., their sexuality) or 
some type of psychological problem. Klein argued that these theorists focused on women’s 

sexuality or other stereotypical traits, such as 
women being manipulative, to explain crimi-
nal behavior. They did not, however, exam-
ine economic, political, or social factors that 
provide a more comprehensive understand-
ing of female criminality.90

Feminist Critiques of 
Previous Research 
Studying Women and 
Crime

Feminist scholars have argued that science 
reflects the social values and concerns of 
dominant societal groups.91 Subsequently, 
research in the social sciences has often 
ignored women and issues of concern to 
women, or has created differences between 

1. According to __________, the criminality of women is primarily
due to their ability to mask or hide their criminal behavior.

2. __________ maintained that women are inferior to men; this is
primarily due to women’s sex organs being inferior to men’s sex
organs.

3. Lombroso’s theory has been designated as __________
determinism.

4. According to Thomas, maleness is “katabolic” and femaleness is
___________.
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